
Wishing all our readers a happy and enjoyable festive season!
The Library will be closed from 10 December and reopen on Monday 20 February 2023 (see page 2).

NEWSLETTER
To keep women’s words, women’s works, alive and powerful — Ursula Le Guin
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Annual Luncheon 2022 – Who and what do we care about? 
In her address to the Library’s Annual 
Luncheon at Parliament House, Sam 
Mostyn began with a declaration: ‘When 
I look about the room and see the women 
who have dedicated their lives to the work 
of women and equity, I am floored.’ She 
said she was thrilled to be there as a lover of 
libraries and books and recounted a story of 
how she had found Jessie Street’s memoir in 
a second hand bookshop, with the Library 
stamp. She pledged to return it if her copy 
did indeed belong to the Library!

Sam reflected on the life of the Queen 
and the primacy of the public good. 
She quoted former Prime Minister Paul 
Keating, ‘In the 20th century, the self 
became privatised while the realm of the 
public good was broadly neglected. Queen 
Elizabeth II recognised this; she was an 
exemplar of public leadership.’

She invited us to think about caring: 
‘Who and what do we care about?’ in the 
context of the public good. She is optimis-
tic that we are poised to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for the country that 
no longer rides on the backs of women’s 
free labour. 

She was recently encouraged by Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese who, in a live 
address to Chief Executive Women, said 
‘the feminists in this room have made 
things better’.’ It was refreshing to hear 
a male leader talking about feminists! He 
had also indicated his understanding and 
respect for the work that had been done 
and was ongoing. 

As she said, we have seen through the 
pandemic responses that care is at the 

centre of our society. This was recognised 
now. It had to be. Even before the federal 
election in May the NSW and Victorian 
Governments endorsed recommenda-
tions to commit billions of dollars to early 

education and childcare, and explore how 
to best make those structural changes to 
help women. With the two biggest states 
onside, she told Luncheon guests that the 
tide had turned and she was confident 
that financial independence for women 
throughout their lives, as we worked and 
cared and supported ourselves and others 
was finally being seen as the economic 
imperative that it is.

The costs of failing have now been 
quantified. The cumulative losses which 
affect the individual and our collective 
when women are impoverished are a 
terrible drain on our society’s wellbeing. 
She pointed to data showing that half of 

all women fleeing sexual violence live in 
poverty, going without food, yet if they 
are supported, every outcome for quality 
of life for them and those who depend on 
them improves. The benefits to them indi-
vidually and to society as a whole multiply. 

‘We have many tools at our disposal to 
work with and there is plenty of data to 
show that that what Australia needs to do 
is to put care at the centre of our econ-
omy.’ Caring must incorporate care of 
the environment and commitment to the 
Uluru Statement of the Heart. As she said, 
to have that clapstick heartbeat to wel-
come us is to be reminded of the land and 
respect the future of our nation. There will 
be renewed talk of an Australian republic 
and she is confident that Australia can be 
respectful and have an appropriate conver-
sation about the future of the country and 
understand what a constitutional monarchy 
has meant for First Australians.

Sam acknowledged the students at the 
Luncheon, saying ‘This is why we do the 
work – to build a world that is equal and 
fair’. She was recently reminded by her 
daughter, aged 22, that that work is not 
done yet but she is confident that we will 
begin to move forward. 

Earlier, while circulating amongst the 
tables, Sam had told me that she wanted 
to use ‘feminist’ in her address and asked 
whether we were comfortable with that. 
I reassured her that we were a feminist 
library and more than happy. When I 
recounted this to a table of students, they 
chorused ‘of course!’ Sam would agree that 
the future is in good hands. 
   Jessica Stewart



Raffle prizes 
Our fundraising raffle was drawn 
at the Luncheon on 12 September 
2022. Winners this year were ...

 1st  Sofitel Darling Harbour 
Luxurious Getaway Package,  
Ticket no. 1972, N. Premier

 2nd  Hand-crafted quilt (Sydney 
Modern Quilt Guild),  
Ticket no. 1048, P. Gerstle

 3rd  Connie Dimas jewellery,  
Ticket no. 1859, A. Fitzallen

 4th VisaCash gift cards,  
Ticket no. 0408, R. Needham

 5th  Captain Cook Luncheon Cruise, 
Ticket no. 1745, B. Briggs

 6th Sparkling High Tea,  
Ticket no. 1115, J. McMullen      

7th  Gleebooks voucher,  
Ticket no. 0546, C. Booth

8th Signed book First Australian 
Women’s Songbook and bottle of wine, 
Ticket no. 1770, A. Clarke

9th Signed book Sound Citizens and 
bottle of wine,  
Ticket no. 1053, P. Bye

10th Signed book Feminism and 
making of the child rights revolution 
and bottle of wine,  
Ticket no. 1781, M. Saunders 

All wine produced by Kurri Kurri TAFE 
and donated by NSW Teachers 
Federation

Book club update –  
27 July 2022
Rose: the extraordinary journey of Rose 
de Freycinet by Suzanne Falkiner. 

We were in awe of the astonishing amount 
of research required to produce this book. 
But despite the length (over 362 pages) and 
historical detail, we did not feel we really got to 
know the central character of Rose, other than 
her determination not to be separated from the 
love of her life, French sea Captain Louis de 
Freycinet, and her survival against the odds of 
illness and shipwreck.  

We felt her journal had been self -censored to the point where we did not rec-
ognise this woman’s voice, though we admired her courage and resilience.  One 
of our readers felt that parts of this book read ‘quite tediously’ due to the ‘sheer 
number of characters and an overly large number of minor details about them’. 
Despite this quibble, this was one French woman’s viewpoint of a remarkable 
and forbidden three year adventure. As a stowaway, this female perspective of 
the long sea voyage to many countries including a newly colonised Australia, is 
unique. We see glimpses into life on board a sailing ship and the realm of scien-
tific men from France who were driven by insatiable curiosity and competition 
with other powerful seafaring nations, to risk life and limb in order to discover 
unknown lands and seas.

Barbara Henery 

Dramas in the Library
In July the Library suffered a major emergency when workers upstairs drilled through 
a pipe, causing a flow of water through the ceiling on to part of the archives and the se-
rials. Thanks to quick work by Sherri Hilario and Hanne Marks the damage was limited. 
Moving boxes back and forth for cleaning and repairs was an onerous task, and 
we thank the archivists and serials librarians involved.

The old air-conditioning in the Library is being replaced during December 
and January, so many shelves and desks will have to be cleared again. Due to 
construction work, the Library reopening will be delayed till 20 February 2023.
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Lunch Hour Talk
Radicals: Remembering 
the Sixties  16 June 2022

It was to a full house that feminist radical 
Jozefa Sobski introduced Radicals at the 
Lunch Hour Talk. Edited by Meredith 
Burgmann and Nadia Wheatley, whose 
stories are included, Radicals is a collection 
of personal reflections of 20 women and 
men who grew up and challenged the 
politics and cultural mores of the sixties 
– defined as beginning in 1965 with the 
Vietnam War, to 1975 when the Whitlam 
government was dismissed. 

The slogan of the ‘60s was ‘the personal 
is political’. Following protests in the 
US against the Vietnam War, attention 
also turned in Australia to Aboriginal 
land rights, Women’s Liberation, Gay 
Liberation, Apartheid and workers’ rights.

Meredith and Nadia, taking turns in 
presenting, had both been educated in 
single sex private schools in the ‘dreary 
puritanism of Sydney’. They met at Sydney 
University. Meredith recalls there was 
no diversity at her school; it was a very 
Anglo culture. Her upbringing during the 
conservative politics of the Menzies era 
was patriarchal and culturally repressive. 

Nadia’s upbringing was influenced by 
her German mother and her association 
with Polish people, bringing an 
international awareness. Her mother’s 
ostracism in the 1930s developed Nadia’s 
sense of social justice. As her mother 

had died when she was nine, Nadia lived 
with a foster family with a strong Liberal 
father. She was keen to leave behind her 
oppressive background, and lived in 
Women’s College at the University, where 
she immersed herself in reading literature. 

Nadia recalled the 1968 anti-war 
demonstration in Martin Place. It was 
Meredith’s casual invitation to attend a 
march concerning amendments to the 
National Service Act that served as Nadia’s 
induction. The peaceful protest escalated 
when all 92 demonstrators went to the 
office of the Minister for Labour and 
National Service, and stood around (We 
shall not be moved) until they were read 
the Crimes Act and threatened with jail. It 
was the pettiness of the rules that turned 
Nadia into a radical, the disproportionate 
punishment that would be meted out 
for trifles. Finally the protesters were 
removed by the police.

Slides at the presentation showed 
the response to the film ‘Green Berets’ 
in the newspaper headline, War Film 
Starts City Riot; photos of Gary Foley 
campaigning for Aboriginal land rights; 
Margret RoadKnight playing the guitar 
and singing protest songs – one of the 
most well known, Here Comes the Rain, 
protesting about nuclear fallout; Margaret 
Reynolds campaigning for abortion rights; 
Brian Laver led off by police in Brisbane; 
and Peter Batchelor on the picket line 
demanding rights for women mattress 
workers.

Jozefa, an early campaigner for Women’s 
Liberation, spoke of her radicalisation. Her 

religious upbringing was reflected in the 
photo of her first communion, juxtaposed 
with one at the Manly Pub protest in 
1973 when women were only allowed 
to drink in the lounge. A barmaid thew 
beer at them and told them to wait for the 
police. The anti-authoritarian men chanted 
‘Let them go’. The police asked ‘Who 
wants to be arrested?’ and four women 
volunteered. The charges were dismissed. 

Challenging her father’s conservatism, 
Jozefa was chastised for not appreciating her 
freedoms. But she is very grateful for her 
parents’ support, hard work and the value 
they placed on her education, encouraging 
her to study beyond the minimum.The 
talk rekindled memories for many in the 
audience and fascinated younger feminists. 
Radicals will be an inspiration for many 
young activists to advocate for a better deal 
for women. A copy of the book has been 
donated to the Library.

Kris Clarke

Upcoming talks 
24 November: Kerith Power & Dale 
Dengate, The First Australian Women’s 
Songbook
After the International decade of Women,  
Dr Kerith Power started collecting songs  
women had written about their experienc-
es of life. This book is a collection of songs 
about living and working in Australia. 

Kerith and Dale Dengate have also been 
involved in song writing, singing, organis-
ing festivals and performing with women’s 
groups. The Songbook, now digitised, is an 
online archive of 50 Australian women. Hear 
about the challenges of putting the book 
together, tracing the writers, and producing a 
concert to launch the book.

16 February 2023: Amy Thunig 
Tell me again  
Dr Amy Thunig (B.Arts, M.Teach, PhD) 
is a Gomeroi/Gamilaroi/Kamilaroi 
yinarr woman and mother who resides on 
Awabakal Country. 

A full-time academic in education, 
her first book, Tell Me Again (UQP) was 
published in 2022. 

Amy is a Director at Story Factory in 
Redfern, contributes on various committees 
and councils including the AECG, and is a 
media commentator and panellist, regularly 
appearing on television programs such as The 
Drum. 

Venue/Time: 12.00-1.30pm
Customs House Library, 31 Alfred St, 

Sydney  — on Circular Quay
Enter via front of Customs House 

Cost: $16 (members) $22 (non-mem-
bers) including light lunch. Pay at the 

door. Book by noon Monday before 
the talk. Ph (02) 9571 5359

Dates of talks for your 2023 diary
16 February  16 March
25 May  22 June
24 August   19 October



Looking back on our achievements and 
activities can give us renewed energy for 
projects we have set aside as well as those 
which seem a little too left field. The 
energy of our foundation members in the 
early 1990s was concentrated on finding 
the Library a home and raising capital to 
fund its activities. 

The Annual Fundraising Luncheon at 
Parliament House has been our signature 
event attracting hundreds and promoting 
our work and the ideals upon which 
Jessie Street built her campaigns. It 
has consumed the time and efforts of a 
committee of volunteers since the first 
luncheon held in May 1995 with its high 
profile speaker Nancy Bird-Walton. 

The Luncheon is organised by a 
committee of volunteers now led by the 
ever calm and methodical Kate Beringer. 
Some current Committee members, like 

Lyn Eggins and Michele Ginswick, have 
been contributors for many years guided 
by a detailed checklist and the right 
amount of pedantry and anxiety injected 
into the process. The Committee begins 
its work immediately after the function 
with a debriefing meeting recording a 
flurry of observations about what worked 
well and what did not. Feedback from 
participants fills out the picture and 
discussion begins on whom might be 
chosen to be the following year’s speaker. 

High school students accompanied by 
their teachers have been an important 
part of our planning and critical to our 
strategy to promote the Library, its 

holdings and its important 
work in preserving Australian 
women’s works and words. 
The contribution of women to 
our society through feminist 
campaigns for reform and 
change is a core feature of this 
strategy. Many students who 
attend the Luncheon have never 
been to Parliament House and 
never enjoyed the opportunity 
of meeting a high profile 
woman speaking passionately or 
entertainingly on a topic dear to 
women.

Our speakers over the years have been 
prominent and public figures representing 
a diversity of contributions as activists, 
former politicians, journalists, authors, 
artists, composers, academics and 
entertainers. They have always donated 
their time and demonstrated through 
their formal address a commitment to the 
causes to which Jessie Street devoted her 
life – women’s rights, Indigenous rights 
and world peace.  

We salute these many women, some 
of whom are no longer with us: Faith 
Bandler, civil rights and South Sea 
Islander activist; Ann Sherry, CEO 
Carnival Australia; Susan Ryan, Human 
Rights Commissioner and former 
politician; Hazel Hawke; Adele Horin 
and  Kate McClymont, journalists; Marie 
Bashir, Governor of NSW; Deborah 
Cheetham, opera singer, activist and 
composer; and so on. The full list is on 
our website.

To maintain this work and its success, 
we invite members to join our wonderful 
organising committee for next year’s 
signature event. The generosity of 
volunteers has kept the Library 
flourishing and maintained and grown 
its support base. Join Kate Beringer and 

the team. Contact the Library for more 
information. 

Jozefa Sobski AM  

Our signature fundraising 
event



   New members
   A warm welcome to  
    Penelope Bye  Kathryn Green      Elizabeth Hamlin               
    Jillian Hayden Karen Bayer-Johns 

Janine Kitson  Carole Lee       Alyce McGovern 
    Julie McMullen Kathryn Sawyer    Penny Sharpe        
    Emma Steele Emily Thomas-Moore  

50th Anniversary — Whitlam 
and WEL
Gough Whitlam was Prime Minister only from December 1972 to 
November 1975, but they were transformative years in Australia. The 
Whitlam Government changed women’s lives. The 1972 election was 
the first in which ‘women’s issues’ were a factor in the result. Many 
of Labor’s great reforms — in health, education, Aboriginal affairs, 
cities, the arts, foreign policy, removal of discrimination — were 
controversial but they have stood the test of time. It was Whitlam’s 
government that funded Australia’s first women’s health centre at 
Leichhardt, the first refuge for women and children escaping domestic 
violence (Elsie Women’s Refuge) and the Rape Crisis Centre, all in 
Sydney. These were quickly followed by other centres across Australia.

 Whitlam’s commitment to education was very important for 
women. The abolition of university fees made it possible for girls and 
young women from less affluent families to gain a tertiary education, 
and for older women to resume their education after childrearing, and 
embark on a new career. 

 Whitlam reopened an equal pay case in the Commonwealth 
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, resulting in a decision 
that saw half a million women becoming eligible for full pay, as well 
as an overall 30% rise in women’s wages. He improved working 
conditions for women in the Commonwealth public service, passing 
the Maternity Leave Act 1973 offering 12 days full pay and 12 
months unpaid leave for new mothers and outlawing pregnancy-
related discrimination. He introduced single mothers’ benefits, 
improved other social welfare payments and lifted the luxury tax on 
contraceptive pills – greatly reducing teenage pregnancies and almost 
ending the scandal of removing babies from unmarried mothers for 
adoption. 

The Women’s Electoral Lobby was founded in 1972, first in Melbourne 
and then in June in Sydney. They surveyed candidates in the Federal 
election on their attitudes about issues such as equal pay, equal 
opportunity. abortion, child care and sex discrimination. WEL fully 
exploited the gross lack of knowledge of so many male candidates (there 
were hardly any female candidates) to publicise candidate and party 
views and mobilise women voters. The survey results became big news.

Whitlam’s commitment to action on issues affecting women, 
together with the lobbying by WEL and the feeling among many 
women that ‘It’s Time’ may well have determined the election result.

WEL has continued its policy development and lobbying work ever 
since, raising new issues as they emerge and continuing the fight on 
the old ones.

Jan Burnswoods



Donations
General donations since July 2022
Cassidy Booth, Christine Currey, Gina Dolphin, Liz Fitzgerald, 
Jennifer Furness, Julia Gennissen, Margaret Hanley, Christine 
Jennett, Sylvia Kinder, Margaret Knowlden, Judy Lipp, Anna Lo-
gan, Louise Marsden, Isobelle Barrett Meyering, Jan Nash, Jane 
Pollard, Pippa Preston, Ruth Shatford, Nina Siano, Jozefa Sobski

Donations of material

Cathy Bloch    Max Dingle
Iola Mathews    Jenna Woodhouse
Fremantle Womens Press  Oasis Women Poets
Spinifex Press

Change Makers – Trailblaz-
ing Women
The Library organised a trip to Canberra in August for 
members and supporters to see the exhibition ‘The trailblazing 
women who are creating a more equal Australia’ which is 
part of the current exhibition at the Museum of Australian 
Democracy. The Library has lent posters to the Museum for the 
exhibition.the morning. Then, in the afternoon 

Capital Investment Fund
Since it was launched in September 2009, the Capital 
Investment Fund has reached $605,260.00. 
Our target is $1,000,000, which will provide essential 
support for Library operations. If you would like to 
contribute, please indicate on the membership/
donation form on page 7.
CIF donations since July 2022
Myra Keay
Donna Nelson
Penelope Nelson

Not Now, Not Ever
I felt privileged to have secured a ticket to hear Julia Gillard and 
others reflecting on the misogyny speech 10 years ago and I was 
not disappointed! Julia walked onto the stage to a packed house 
and a standing ovation. You could feel the energy in the room.  It 
was a celebration of the strength of this woman who had dealt 
with so much and was still here, still strong, acknowledging the 
past but clearly looking forward to a better future.  

Indira Naidoo talked with Julia about her time as our first 
female Prime Minister but I felt the real strength of the eve-
ning came from the guest speakers, many of whom were young 
women who spoke about where they were when they heard the 
speech and how it changed their lives: Nyadol Nyuon is a lawyer 
and human rights activist; Professor Michelle Ryan is the inau-
gural Director of the Global Institute for Women’s Leadership at 
the Australian National University, founded and chaired by Ju-
lia Gillard; Georgie Stone is an actor, writer and transgender 
rights advocate; Ashleigh Streeter-Jones works to increase the 
presence of young female and gender diverse voices; and Shelley 
Ware is a teacher passionate about embedding Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander history and culture into classrooms.   

We were also treated to a beautiful poetry reading by Joella 
Warkill and the amazing voice of Kate Miller-Heidke.  

It was an amazing evening in company with many like-mind-
ed people and I walked away feeling that the world is in a good 
place as long at these young women are here and we keep saying 
no to misogyny – NOT NOW NOT EVER.

Jean Burns



Membership/donation form
I wish to:    join the library  renew my membership   make a 

donation   become a Library volunteer

Date:  ___/___/____

Title: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr/other

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Tel: (h) ______________  (w) _____________________ (m) ___________________

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________

   Please send newsletters by email instead of hardcopy.

Membership category
 Full Member $70    Life member $1,000

 Organisation $140    Student $25  

(conditions apply)

  Concession $35  

(Pensioner/Centrelink Concession Cardholders)

A membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. Members 

joining after 1 October are financial until 31 December of the follow-

ing year.

Donations (donations over $2 are tax deductible)

 I wish to make a donation of $....................

   to the Library for general purposes

   to the Library’s Capital Investment Fund

  I am happy to have my name published in the Newsletter 

 I wish to remain anonymous

Payment details.

  Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $  

(payable to Jessie Street National Women’s Library)

   Please charge my MasterCard/Visa with $ _______________  

Name of cardholder: ______________________________________________  

Card no. _______________________________________________________________  

Expiry date ______/_______ CCV  __ __ __

Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Auto debit authorisation
  I authorise JSNWL to charge this, and all future membership 

renewals as they fall due to the credit card number above on this 

form.

   I authorise JSNWL to charge $ ........................ 

annually to the above credit card as a donation to 

  the Library for general purposes  

  the Library’s Capital Investment Fund.

Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Become a volunteer
The Library runs on volunteer labour. We’d love to have you join 
us. Forward this form and we will contact you:

 Jessie Street National Women’s Library

 GPO Box 2656, Sydney NSW 2001

Vale Sue Wills
Dr Sue Wills died on 26 
August with the lung cancer 
she had battled for some years. 
Sue was a friend from the 
early years of Sydney Women’s 
Liberation. She had devoted 
herself in the last two dec-
ades to gathering documents, 
interviewing and accessing 
archives to write The First 
Ten Years of Sydney Wom-
en’s Liberation, a project 
she commenced with the late 
Joyce Stevens. 

Sue was part of the founding group of the Campaign 
Against Moral Persecution (CAMP) in 1970, fighting to 
reform laws against homosexuality. She did not remain an 
activist in CAMP, because of the sexism she experienced. She 
became an active lesbian feminist from 1972. 

She completed her doctoral thesis The Politics of Sexual 
Liberation in 1981 at the University of Sydney where she 
worked as a tutor. She was Equal Opportunity Officer at 
Macquarie University from 1984 and pursued research on 
sexual violence. Sue was featured in the 2005 film The Hid-
den History of Homosexual Australia. In 2009 she was 
a panellist at the 40th anniversary celebrations for Australia’s 
gay pride and in 2010 was honoured by the AIDS Council of 
NSW as a Community Hero.

Sue was a speaker at our Lunch Hour Talk in 2013. She 
outlined the challenging task of writing about women’s lib-
eration, acknowledging the early work with Joyce which was 
published in issues of Australian Feminist Studies. She 
wanted to evoke the exciting and energising world of 1970s 
Sydney Women’s Liberation. 

Sue has donated relevant portions of her extensive collec-
tion of books, archives and posters to the Library and has 
been a generous donor for some years. She worked tirelessly 
to record the history of the women’s movement faithfully, 
without the embellishments which sometimes accompany 
feminist activist anecdotes. She was pedantic about facts and 
often challenged self-serving accounts. She was a mentor and 
adviser for many academics writing political and feminist 
history. An avid reader, piles of new books graced her coffee 
table. She shared titles generously with a view to a future 
lively discussion. 

She will be missed.  I will miss a valued friend with a wry 
humour who always kept me grounded. 

Jozefa Sobski AM
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