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NEWSLETTER

To keep women’s words, women’s works, alive and powerful — Ursula Le Guin

Testing our humanity

A

s we move through containing the
spread of COVID-19, many in
the community are realising the
critical importance of Australia’s public
institutions, and the structures of global
governance. In reflecting on what message to send to you, our loyal members
and supporters, I thought about what
action Jessie Street might have taken as
an internationalist, feminist and humanitarian. There is no doubt she would have
been active.
The climate change threat to our
planet so palpable over the last decade,
with scientists pleading for leadership
and action, has resulted in many global
corporations pressuring governments
to refrain from radical action so as not
to damage economies. The alternative
‘facts’ about climate change have been
aggressively promoted by well-funded
organisations. So action has been slow.
Now, ironically, the threat to human life
is invisible, microscopic and everywhere.
No shelter in high places or in protected
zones of the carefree wealthy. All travel
grounded. Borders closed. Businesses
in hibernation. Job Seeker (Newstart)
payments doubled and Job Keeper
introduced. Billions poured into sustaining
the economy and protecting livelihoods and
human life. The global market shut down.
There is an expectation that we will
take personal responsibility and follow
government directions guided by medical
experts. Governments, in turn, try to
communicate the emergency and build
community good will and cohesion.  

But there is a need, too, for international
solidarity. The Asia Pacific Forum on
Women, Law and Development issued a
plea in March for feminist global solidarity,
stating ‘Women of all diversities bear the
brunt of this crisis as they face multiple and
intersecting discrimination, exclusion and
violence…most marginalised communities
are hit hardest’.  
The UN Secretary General on 5 April
issued his own plea for peace in homes
around the world. He pointed out that
a third of women around the world
experienced some form of violence. The
Australian Government responded to early
alerts from organisations working to end
domestic violence with $150 million to
continue some services at risk of closure.
Women’s Safety NSW had already received
calls about the unintended but predictable
likelihood that staying home under
economic stress could lead to physical and
emotional abuse or violence.  
This crisis is a test for our ability to
build and protect global solidarity and
humanitarian responses. It is laudable
for leaders to protect their citizens, but
inexcusable to reject citizens of other
countries trapped here as migrant workers
or international students or on temporary
protection visas. Global cooperation is
essential. Australia is a part of the global
community and has prospered from
international treaties and agreements.  
The International Labour Organisation
expects 195 million jobs to be lost with
1.25 billion workers affected in some way.
Workers in insecure jobs or in the informal
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economy
are most at
risk. Many
of these are
women.
Social
services
and social
protection
in countries in our region are minimal.
Australia will need to step up.  
This is a crisis which can change the
world in many directions: wreaking havoc
in fragile states; exacerbating trends
towards authoritarian rule; fuelling
sentiment against migrants, refugees and
asylum seekers; or, it can light a bright
humanitarian flame which emphasises
well-resourced public institutions and a
renewed commitment to effective global
governance led by a revitalised United
Nations. We should advocate for adequate
funding for international institutions
because they can best mobilise resources
to prevent state collapse, underpin health
systems and sustain communities.
I think Jessie Street would have
proclaimed positive messages like these.
She would also have acknowledged the
courage and dedication of our women
health workers.
Stay safe. The Library will re-open when
the Ultimo Community Centre re-opens.
A handful of volunteers are ensuring no
enquiry goes astray.
Jozefa Sobski AM, Board Chair   

We regret that this year’s Annual Luncheon has been cancelled due to COVID-19.

Annual General Meeting 2020
The Library’s AGM was held on 21 April. The meeting
was convened via video conference due to restrictions on
gatherings as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
AGM was attended by 20 members, including a member
from Perth, led by Chair Jozefa Sobski. The 2019 Annual
Report and 2019 Audited Financial Reports were approved.
Though the Library is in a sound financial position, it was
noted that this year will prove challenging due to limited
fundraising opportunities.
Three Board members stepped down for reasons of
health. The commitment of Diane Hague, Marion Shaw
and Valda Rigg to the Library was acknowledged with deep
appreciation. Two new Board members were welcomed
with enthusiasm. Wendy Chester has over 30 years’
experience in library and information services. Dr Janet
Ramsay has been dedicated to women throughout her
careers in academia and public service. She was awarded
a Public Service Medal in 2005.The Board now comprises
Chair Jozefa Sobski, Vice Chair Suzanne Marks, Treasurer Jean
Burns, Secretary Sherri Hilario and eight ordinary members
– Wendy Chester, Michele Ginswick, Robyn Harriott,
Barbara Henery, Beverley Kingston, Susan Price, Janet
Ramsay and Beverley Sodbinow. A copy of the Annual Report
is available on the website.
Sherri Hilario, Secretary

Book Club update
After a horror summer of fires, storms and floods, how
reassuring to be able to immerse oneself in a book! Our
first meeting on 26 February involved the discussion of
two books – Monkey Grip by Helen Garner and Jessie Street, a
revised autobiography edited by Lenore Coltheart.

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
Australia’s National Women’s Library is a specialist
library, its focus being the collection and preservation
of the literary and cultural heritage of women from all
ethnic, religious and socio-economic backgrounds.
Aims
To heighten awareness of women’s issues
To preserve records of women’s lives and activities
To support the field of women’s history
To highlight women’s contribution to this country’s
development

Monkey Grip was Helen Garner’s first novel and its narrative
revolved around the drug-addled and somewhat morally liberated period of the 1970s. Whilst some of us struggled to engage
with this book, found the drug culture alienating and did not finish it, those who completed it found resonance in its Melbourne
setting and identified with its share house vibe, finding credibility in the aimless existence of the characters. We agreed though
that the story left many questions unanswered and oft-repeated
scenes felt unsatisfying as a reading experience. Later Garner
books seem to have addressed these deficits.
A contrast was Jessie Street’s edited autobiograhical account
of her life until 1945; it had us truly engaged. This non-fictional
book turned out to be a real page-turner. We were awed by Jessie’s vision, energy and her achievements in a lifetime’s work for
human rights, social justice and peace. How could she accomplish all those trips to meetings and conferences where she was
often a key speaker without utter exhaustion? The book concludes with a brief selection of personal letters and photographs,
her life’s work unabated until her death in July 1970.
Jessie Street was a key figure in Australian political life for over
50 years and Australia’s only woman delegate at the founding of
the United Nations in 1945, as well as an initiator of the 1967
amendment of the Australian Constitution relating to Aboriginal people. We all feel she deserves much wider recognition and
acknowledgment. Her embracing of socialist idealism in the 1930s
and links with the USSR caused her personal cost, being branded
Red Jessie and shunned by the media during that ultra conservative
period in Australia. We look forward to the publication of Lenore
Coltheart’s biography of Jessie Street based on new research to
learn more about this remarkable woman.
The coronavirus lockdown unfortunately resulted in the cancellation of the March and April Book Club meetings.
Barbara Henery

Patrons
Quentin Bryce AD CVO; Elizabeth Evatt AC; Clover
Moore Lord Mayor of Sydney; Professor Emerita
Elizabeth Anne Webby AM
Board of Management
Jozefa Sobski AM, Chair; Suzanne Marks,Vice Chair;
Jean Burns, Treasurer; Sherri Hilario, Secretary; Wendy
Chester, Michele Ginswick, Robyn Harriott, Barbara
Henery, Beverley Kingston, Susan Price, Janet Ramsay,
Beverley Sodbinow
Editorial Team
Kris Clarke, Jessica Stewart Editors; tinderspark,
Graphic Design

A New Book in progress: Chronicles: The Street Literature
of the Women’s Liberation Movement 1970 – 1984
The 1970s and 1980s were an
intensely exciting time for women
involved in the emerging second wave
of the Women’s Liberation Movement.
Anything and everything seemed
possible. There are many stories still
to be told about this time, despite
a number of books already written
about this wave of feminist activism
across Australia.
This was a time of women’s
collective action: we empowered each
other, we did new and challenging
things – sometimes spontaneously,
at other times after much debate
and discussion and sometimes
disagreement.
Chronicling with immediacy the
news, ideas and activities, both
creative and political, as well as the
frequent demonstrations demanding
change, were the four successive
Sydney-based feminist newspapers
produced by their collectives with
enthusiasm and commitment. (And
the Sydney Women’s Liberation
Newsletter published regularly
from 1970 to 1999 should be
acknowledged too.)
MeJane published 7 issues from
1971 to 1974.Mabel published 8 issues
from 1975 to 1977. Mabel’s demise
was intentional and strategic. The
intention was to resurface in the more
ambitious form of a national feminist
newspaper that would be produced
successively by collectives in each
state. This new feminist newspaper
became Rouge, and 11 issues were
published by 7 collectives around
Australia from 1979 to 1981, each
with its own ‘character’ and rationale.
The Sydney Rouge collective
based at the Women’s Warehouse
in Haymarket produced 2 issues,
the first in June-July 1979 and the

second in October 1980. However the
Sydney collective worked full time on
Rouge, coordinating, fundraising and
distributing each issue when it arrived
in Sydney. We then felt we had done
our bit to establish a national feminist
newspaper and wanted to refocus our
energies on again producing a Sydney
paper. The collective offered resources
and assistance to any willing interstate
collective who wanted to continue
Rouge, but no one took up this offer.
Girls Own as a Sydney feminist
newspaper was launched essentially by
the same collective, with a few new
women joining. It covered interstate
events through the network of women
around Australia and 5 issues were
published bi-monthly from the same
space in the Women’s Warehouse.
When the Women’s Warehouse closed
in December 1981 this collective
handed it on to a new group to
continue until the last issue (16-17)
was published in 1984.
I was a participant in the two
collectives that produced Rouge and
Girls Own at the Women’s Warehouse.
I was also involved in a number of
other activist collectives, and was a
co-founder of Harridan Screenprinters
with Marla Guppy and of Arty Ms with
Larraine Larri – so it was an intense
and memorable period in my life.
I first envisaged
Chronicles as a project
in 1983 because I wanted
to have the wonderful
writing and art collected
in book form as a record of
work by so many women.
As a poster maker I saw
posters as ephemeral (not
knowing then that Jessie
Street National Women’s
Library would collect so
many women’s posters,

and make them available online) but
I felt that, although newspapers were
also ephemeral, the work published
in these feminist papers should be
preserved.
I also felt that the day to day
events, the fun, the struggles, the
challenges and plain hard work
should be recorded: not just the fiery
controversy over assumptions about
the politics of lesbian separatists
following the talk by American
writer Mary Daly at the Women’s
Warehouse, but smaller dramas such
as when heavy rain caused the Rouge
workroom ceiling to collapse. And
of course the story of the Women’s
Warehouse itself…
Luckily, as a compulsive keeper of
records, I have kept the four cassette
tapes from 1983 when I interviewed
some of the women who worked in
these newspaper collectives. They
now act as a nudge to my memory
of events, political debates and
controversies.
I am keen to let women know about
the project and invite memories,
feedback or comment. Please email
me at ash32871@gmail.com
Anne Sheridan

Jessie Street Lecture
inaugurated
Automation, Robotics and the Promise of an Easier Life was the subject of the inaugural Jessie Street Lecture, hosted by the Women and
Work Research Group in the University of Sydney’s Business School.
The lecture honours Jessie Street’s great contribution to women’s
equality and the fact that she was a graduate of the University. Some
of the family were present at the lecture.
Professor Judy Wajcman from the London School of Economics
delivered this first lecture. She was previously Professor of Sociology
in the Research School of Social Sciences at the Australian National
University. She is a renowned scholar on the sociology of work and
employment, science and technology studies, gender theory and
organisational analysis. Her current research is focussed on the theories of the impact of technologies on time poverty and speeding up
everyday life.
The lecture dealt with the contemporary fascination with artificial
intelligence, big data and robotics and what it tells us about how our
culture envisages the relationship between humans and machines.
She posed the question about what it means for women. Feminists
have long recognised that technologies are not neutral tools that
emerge independently of society. She asserted that their design and
use reflect and shape gender power relations. Time, and the way it is
used, is structured by gender differences and these determine whose
time and work is valued. The view that time poverty caused by technology will be solved by technology is evident in the industry.Yet, we
have never been more pressed for time. She asked how we explain
this conundrum. And, why is it that machines designed for today’s
service economy often resemble gender stereotypes. Human traits
are often applied to non-human objects. Professor Wajcman questioned what sort of work should be deemed suitable for automation
and argued that a techno-feminist analysis was needed to challenge
the future on offer from the predominantly male evangelists of Silicon Valley.
The lecture was thought-provoking and entertaining as the field
is not one with which feminists engage. Professor Wajcman’s latest
book is The Sociology of Speed. Previous titles include: Techno Feminism,
Managing like a Man, Feminism Confronts Technology.
A number of Library members attended the lecture.
Jozefa Sobski AM

A warm welcome to our new
members
Carolyn Bloch
Jane Singleton

Jennifer Collins

Professor Marian Baird introduces Professor JudyWajcman

The International Women’s Day post received the
greatest number of Facebook hits, at 6616 with the
iconic poster, Let the Ruling Classes Tremble. A sign
of how powerful the Library’s poster collection is!

2020 Pandemonium
Existential threat of novel virus Covid-19 infection
For which mankind has no effective treatment besets
the world.
Throughout preceding decades epidemiologists and
historians
Warned of an epidemic’s potential to kill thousands,
disrupt lives and livelihoods,
Elicit panic among the populace and turn life upside
down.
The wolf cry so often fell on the deaf ears of political
naysayers,
Tight purse strings protecting budget surpluses to
ensure re-election,
Could not or would not loosen to afford protection,
reinforce medical supplies
Nor initiate a plan to stop the contagion in its infancy,
Before a catastrophic tsunami of illness could sweep
away life’s steady progress and industry.
And force our leaders to focus on a rescue, though
many lives
Are lost already and economic chaos unavoidable.
Their medical advisors, cognisant of history’s plagues,
Advised closing borders to travellers and indefinite
quarantine at home
For all people (except the homeless). reluctantly
governments bow to medical authority
No-one may travel without express purpose to obtain
food, medicine or exercise.
Everyone must avoid proximity to anyone who may
carry virus particles
Which may infect us or our kin. overwhelming health
carers and scarce life support machines
Stay at home, stay safe, wash your hands!
Our lives, young and old are in lockdown.
Mandatory confinement to home protects our cells
from viral infiltration
Calendar appointments have been erased,
Social engagements and trips all cancelled. elective
surgery kowtows to ICU demands
Time, undefined by distractions of business or pleasure
Creeps slowly by, punctuated only by eating, sleeping,
washing and cooking.
Chores carve up the hours, cleaning and shopping
relieves ennui,
Gardening is suddenly the go-to pastime, nurseries sell
out of plants and seeds.
Home schooling and working from home become the
new normal.

Technology links us to the world outside our homely
prisons.
Keeping in touch with loved ones is paramount, the
enforced separation causes trauma.
Yields phone calls ending with ‘Stay safe’, we kiss our
grandchildren on Facetime.
Our screens demand attention, news dominates our
thought processes.
Has the curve flattened? How many new cases are
reported? How many deaths?
Which nation is winning the Covid carnage
marathon?
What bureaucratic bungle can be blamed for this
fiasco?
Who amongst the victims are known to us? How do
we mourn?
Such is the toll and such the continuing isolation.
Barbara Henery
General donations since February
Donations of money help meet day-to-day
running costs:
Marlene Arditto
Jill Brookes		
Kate Beringer		
Jean Burns		
Virginia Carter		
Elaine Cohen		
Joanne Cooper		
Anthea Dean		
Hood Family		
Helen Frost		
Michele Ginswick
Cate Gow		
Ardyce Harris
Diane Hague		
Sherri Hilario		
Patti Kendall 		
Julie King		
Lesley Knight		
Anna Logan 		
Helen Lynch		
Lesley Mamelok
Jodie Lea Martire
Hanne Marks		
Jeannette McHugh
Helen Meagher
Ken Muir & Family
Jan Nash
Alice Oppen 		
Susan Price		
Jane Pollard		
Vallie Rigg		
Marion Shaw		
Anne Sgro		
Barbara Snel 		
Susan Templeman
Maureen Ward
Robyn Ward		
Valerie Weekes
Elizabeth Webby
Llewellyn Wishart
Aleit-Marei Woodward
Wendy Young
NSW Retired Teachers’ Association
Revesby Ladies Group
The Dylan Thomas Society

Donations of material expand our
collection:
Elaine Barker		
Kaye Johnston
Kathleen Lamoureaux
Spinifex Press		
Women Partners

Lunch Hour Talk
27 February 2020, Dr Tjanara Goreng Goreng
A Long Way from No Go, Wild Dingo Press 2018

Dr Tjanara Goreng
Goreng (centre)
with Barbara
Henery and
Michele Ginswick

In this, the first Lunch Hour Talk for 2020, Library members and
guests heard from the energetic and extraordinary speaker, Dr
Tjanara Goreng Goreng. A Wakka Wakka Wulli Wulli traditional
owner born in Longreach, Queensland, Tjanara told us how she
came to write her memoir A LongWay From No Go. Tjanara blew the
whistle on the Howard Government, refuting its claims behind the
Intervention which sent the Army into Indigenous communities,
allegedly to protect children. She shared some of the stories that
she felt needed to be told, stories of her childhood, career and her
own abuse and the resultant court case she brought against the
Catholic Church.
She opened with a welcome and sang in a rich voice accompanied
with clap sticks a traditional song taught to children, a song of law
and culture; an apt beginning. Music was always pivotal to her life,
deeply embedded in her culture and in her family. With her brother,
she won a talent quest as a child singing country music and still likes
to pick up the guitar from time to time. Her childhood seems idyllic
on the surface—a close knit family with six siblings, and parents
who supported all their children’s talents. Tjanara learnt piano and
swam competitively and all the children were expected to go to
university. One sister became a ballerina. Another wanted to be an
electrician – ok, said their mother, but you’ve got to go to uni first.
She went on to a whirlwind career as a Canberra bureaucrat in the
1970s (after a year of driving trucks around Australia), living between the two worlds of the elders at Uluru and the white government. They were exciting years, full of drinking, fun and politics.
The book, she told us, was accidental. In mid-life, long suppressed
emotional trauma started to surface and a turning point came in
1995, when she chanced across a story in Who magazine. It was
about the Catholic priest Gerald Ridsdale who was prosecuted in
1994 for child sexual abuse. It was a moment when she realised
that you could ‘put them in gaol.’ Though in her forties, she told
us that understanding finally that it was a criminal offence was an
awakening. She found out her abuser had also been abusing others
and decided to speak – it took her two days to tell her story to the
police. He became the first priest in Queensland to go to prison for
sexual abuse.

She had kept a journal through these years, writing in
it when she felt drawn and gradually it turned into a
novel, based on fact. Then she put it aside. When it came,
many years later, into the hands of a publisher, she was
asked whether it was autobiographical.Yes, and deeply
traumatic to write. Tjanara has tried to kill herself many
times, and reopening those wounds, in the first person,
was too hard. But her publisher encouraged her, finding a
solution, a co-author, Julie Szego to whom Tjanara started to tell her dark memories. It was to become a path to
recovery. She wanted to tell people that with help, you
can recover and lead a good life, even with trauma, drug
use and alcoholism. She wanted to impart how important
therapy can be in recovery.
The shame was immense, and her stories devastated her
mother who had scrubbed floors, working multiple jobs
to pay for all their tuition in those very institutions which
protected the men who abused her. And the devastation
of knowing that her father, an Irish Catholic, had moved
within those same groups of paedophiles, a line of complicity going all the way up to the bishops.
The Church had protected her abuser, moving him
around, closing its ears and eyes to the most vulnerable
in their care. When she realised, again, after her win in
court, that the Church thought that it could keep on
hiding its culpability, it became clear to her that this
needed to stop. She demanded a public apology, as well
as compensation.
It was the secrets and lies told about the communities
in the Northern Territory which drove her to blow the
whistle. She knew how paedophilia rings operated.
Knowing she would be compromising her career, she
spoke out and was convicted of breaking the public
service code of ethics. She defended herself in court, at
great expense, another traumatising experience. But she
has no regrets. What Prime MinisterHoward and Minister Brough did was ‘so wrong’, she said: ‘they should have
been charged’.
Tjanara finished with a note of optimism about the Uluru
Statement. She feels it is on the right track and must be
given the time for full, inclusive consultation to get it

Membership/donation form
right. Non-negotiables for her were to respect the wishes
of the Aboriginal people, sign a treaty, and to recognise
sovereignty and their voice in parliament. And with that,
she closed with another song in her powerful voice.
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Membership Category
 Full Member $60

 Life member $1,000

 Organisation $120

 Student $20
(conditions apply)

 Concession $30
(Pensioner/Centrelink Concession Cardholders)
A membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. Members
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Recent acquisitions
Library member Pip Preston offered a large number of her
books to the Library. After assessing the titles on offer, we
accepted the following which suited our collection criteria:
Birds around the Sun - Wendy Bunyan
Caleb’s Crossing - Geraldine Brooks
Growing up a Girl - Sheila Duncan
Her Selection: writings by nineteenth-century women - Ed Lynne
Spender
Only One Adam - Elizabeth Gittins
Pathways and Other Poems - Karen Rene
Rivers of China (the play) - Alma de Groen
The Coming of the Strangers: Life in Australia 1788-1822 Baiba Berzins, State Library of NSW
The Dinkum Dictionary 2nd edition - Susan Butler
The House that was Eureka - Nadia Wheatley
The Keeper of the Nest - Moira Watson
Wildfood in Australia - AB & JW Cribb
Women and Wages in the War Years, 1940-1945 - Sheetmetal
Workers’ Union
Barbara Henery, Acquisitions Librarian

ing year.
Donations (donations over $2 are tax deductible)
 I wish to make a donation of $....................
 to the Library for general purposes
 to the Library’s Capital Investment Fund
 I am willing to have my name published
in the Newsletter
 I wish to remain anonymous

Payment Details
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: Westpac Bank is no longer accepting
manual vouchers for credit card payments. Therefore, payments
will no longer be issued the yellow credit card receipt. Credit card
payments can still be made in the usual way and will be processed
electronically. Please contact Jean Burns at the library if you have any
questions.
 Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $
(payable to Jessie Street National Women’s Library)
 Please charge my MasterCard/Visa with $________________
Name of cardholder:_______________________________________________
Card no.________________________________________________________________
Expiry date __/__ CCV __ __ __
Signature:__________________________________________________________________

Auto Debit Authorisation
 I authorise JSNWL to charge this, and all future membership

Capital Investment Fund
Since it was launched in September 2009, the
Capital Investment Fund has reached $435,943.
Our target is $500,000, the interest from which will
provide essential support for Library operations.
If you would like to contribute, please indicate
on the membership/donation form on this page.
CIF donations since February 2020:
Chris Burvill 		
Alice Oppen
Diane Openshaw
Helen O’Sullivan
Estate of the Late Rose Aldridge

renewals as they fall due, to the credit card number above on this
form.
 I authorise JSNWL to charge $

........................

annually to the above credit card as a donation to
 the Library for general purposes or to
 the Library’s Capital Investment Fund.
Signature:__________________________________________________________________

Become a volunteer
 I would like to help the Library by becoming a

volunteer. (You will be contacted for an interview.)
Please forward the completed form to:
Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656, Sydney NSW 2001

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656 Sydney NSW 2001
ISSN 1838-0662
ABN 42 276162 418
Registered Charity No. CFN10255

Note: Please advise the Library if your contact details have changed.

Visit us:
523–525 Harris Street (cnr William Henry Street), Ultimo
Enter through the Ultimo Community Centre, Bulwara Rd
Please use the intercom for admittance
Opening times:
The Library is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 am to 3 pm
Borrowing policy:
The public can access items using the interlibrary loan system. The
public cannot borrow items but may use them in their library of
choice. A loan collection is available to financial members
How to reach the Library:
* The Library is a 20 minute walk from Town Hall Station through
Darling Harbour or from Central Station via the Goods Line walk
or via Harris Street
* Bus 501 (Railway Square to Ryde/West Ryde) at Ian Thorpe
Aquatic Centre stop
* Bus 389 (Maritime Museum to North Bondi) at Harris and Allan
Streets stop
* Light rail from Central Station or Dulwich Hill to Exhibition stop
* There is limited two hour street meter parking available

Postal Address:
GPO Box 2656
Sydney, NSW 2001
Telephone:
(02) 9571 5359
Email:
info@nationalwomenslibrary.org.au
Visit our website:
www.nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

Find us on social media:

