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NEWSLETTER

A Women’s Library for 30 years
This year the Library will celebrate 30 years
since its founding. The idea, conceived by
Shirley Jones and Lenore Coltheart, was
born of frustration with the difficulty of
finding material in libraries about women
in Australia. Lenore raised the idea at a
conference held in April 1989 to celebrate
the centenary of Jessie Street’s birth, and
women responded positively both to the
idea of a separate women’s library and its
name to honour Jessie Street’s contribution
to women’s rights, international peace and
Aboriginal rights .
A steering committee was established,
and what became the Board held its first
meeting in May 1989. Virginia Blain
was the first Chair with Shirley Jones as
Secretary and Jennifer Crew as Treasurer.
Fund-raising started immediately. In
February 1990 the first Newsletter
appeared to keep members in touch with
developments.
The challenges of recruiting skilled and
committed volunteers, acquiring space
and equipment, books and other research
material, were immense. Yet by late 1991
some of the Library’s 2000 books were
displayed in a temporary home in the
Teachers Federation building in Sussex
Street. Then in June 1992 the Library was
officially launched at the Writers’ Centre
in Rozelle, where the Library operated
from 1993 to 1997.
We plan to celebrate thirty years at our
Annual General Meeting on 9 April and
extend to all past and present volunteers
a warm invitation to join us. So much
has been achieved and the Library has
international recognition as a custodian
of material for, by and about Australian
women. Its collections are unique. Our
hundreds of volunteers over the years
can feel pride in their efforts and our
members and supporters can be assured
of the Library’s future. We are embracing
technology while valuing and preserving
our rare books, serials, posters, archives
and ephemera. Thanks to our founders
and honour to Jessie Street’s life and work.
Jozefa Sobski AM Chair of the Board

Volunteers at the Library at the Teachers Federation.

The committee prepared
and paid for a brochure in
1989 inviting interested
people to participate in the
Library; it incorporated a
membership form. They
chose artwork originally
prepared by the Artists
Suffrage League in
England around 1914 to
illustrate the brochure.
Committee
members
visited many organisations
with the brochure to gather
support for the project..

The first Newsletter
was produced in
February 1990 to
keep members and
supporters in touch
with the Library’s
progress. It has been
published
regularly
ever since, usually four
times a year.

Continued on page 6
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Jessie Street National Women’s Library

Australia’s National Women’s Library is a specialist library,
its focus being the collection and preservation of the literary
and cultural heritage of women from all ethnic, religious and
socio-economic backgrounds.

Aims
• To heighten awareness of women’s issues
• To preserve records of women’s lives and activities
• To support the field of women’s history
• To highlight women’s contribution to this country’s
development
Patrons
Quentin Bryce AD CVO; Elizabeth Evatt AC; Clover Moore
Lord Mayor of Sydney; Professor Emerita Elizabeth Anne
Webby AM
Board of Management
Jozefa Sobski, Chair; Suzanne Marks,Vice Chair;
Jean Burns, Treasurer; Sherri Hilario, Secretary;
Michele Ginswick, Diane Hague, Robyn Harriott,
Barbara Henery, Beverley Kingston, Susan Price,
Valda Rigg, Marion Shaw, Beverley Sodbinow
Editorial Team
Kris Clarke, Editor; Katharine Stevenson, Graphic Designer;
Jessica Stewart

Annual General Meeting 2019
The Library’s Annual General Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 9 April starting at 11am followed by a celebratory
lunch for the Library’s 30th anniversary. The venue is
the upstairs Seminar Room of the Ultimo Community
Centre on the corner of Harris and William Henry Streets,
Ultimo, Sydney.
All members are welcome to attend. This is your
opportunity to visit the Library, meet members nominating
for the Board and others and join us for lunch.
Nominations are called for the following positions:
Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and no fewer than
five and no more than nine ordinary members. Nominations
close on Friday 29 March. Please consider nominating for
the Board yourself or suggesting it to a friend. Nomination
forms can be sent in an email attachment or are available
from the Library.
Board meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each
month at the Ultimo Community Centre. There are no
Board meetings in January and April.
On Facebook, the milestone acknowledging Joyce
Stevens’ birth had the most hits, reaching 1679
people. Joyce was a communist, feminist and
community activist. The Library holds all of her books.

Note: No report on November Lunch Hour Talk which
was cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.
Membership Renewal
Renewal is by Calendar year — see page 7.
Thank you to resubscribers for 2019.
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Farewell Alison Storey
Alison would have enjoyed
her own wake. Sadly Alison
passed away in December
2018 following a short time in
hospital. Her family followed
her wishes by inviting family
and friends to Senos, her
favourite restaurant. About
fifty people enjoyed light
refreshments
and
lively
conversation.
Alison was born in Hay
NSW and brought up in
the country but settled on
Sydney’s north shore. Many
of her friends were local shop owners who said she was
a regular visitor, helper and adviser. They admired her
strong character, humour and empathy. A family member
commented on her prolific letter writing, especially to the
Sydney Morning Herald, with responses from many people
of significance, and other friends mentioned her firm
political views and her generosity. Alison’s love of cats
was demonstrated in her photograph album — cats in hats
dominated many pages.
At the wake, Christine Lees, Ros Leal and Hanne
Marks represented the Library. It was interesting to hear
that so many people had heard about the Library through
Alison. She was involved in the early years up until recently
and was passionate about the Lunch Hour Talk program.
Her role as raffle organiser and gift provider was legendary.
She will be missed by many but her name will live on.
Christine Lees
Alison regularly contributed prizes and was ‘raffle-ticket
seller in chief’ when I joined the Lunch Hour Talk crew
some years ago now. It was Alison who introduced me to
the subtleties required: she, Ellen and I would sit at the
table upstairs in the Town Hall and ‘process’ all comers,
greeting them, collecting their monies and signatures, and
endeavouring to answer any questions. The chit-chat before
and in-between those activities was predictably pleasant
and friendly. Alison was an aleurophile, as am I, and it was
always a pleasure to be given an update on her cat’s latest
antics. I will miss her sunny smile.
Hanne Marks

Recent acquisitions
Too Much Lip by Melissa Lucashenko. A novel about a
dysfunctional Aboriginal family straddling two cultures,
trying to stop development of their beloved river.
Balancing Acts: Women in Sports: essays on power, performance,
bodies and love, Ed Quinn Eades & Son Vivienne
A White Hot Flame: Mary Montgomery Bennett by Sue Taffe
A biography of an important but unrecognised figure
in Australian history who worked with Jessie Street for
Aboriginal rights to traditional lands.
Eggshell Skull by Bri Lee. A judge’s associate tells the story of
her experience pursuing justice for her own sexual assault
as a child in Queensland.
Speaking up by Gillian Triggs, the former Human Rights
Commissioner.

Aboriginal Dreaming Tour
Margret Campbell, who has welcomed us to country at the
Annual Luncheon in dramatic style with her passion and
love of country, also runs Dreamtime Southern Cross.
This is an Aboriginal-owned cultural services company
organising tour groups and providing education and
training services.
A
group
of
Library
members
and
volunteers
was fortunate to
participate in the
Rocks
Aboriginal
Dreaming Tour in
November 2018. Our
tour guide was Dalara
Williams. It was a
‘leisurely walkabout’
through The Rocks,
uncovering
and
exposing for us the
history of Aboriginal
people’s
saltwater
heritage
around
Sydney
Harbour’s
foreshores. It was a
revelation.
Dalara
is an
Aboriginal performer of stage and screen and she deployed
her vast talent in creating an unforgettable experience for
our small group. We loved her. We were given insights into
aspects of our oldest ecology while surrounded by the dense
built environment of our colonial past. We discovered how
to see and experience aspects of Aboriginal society in the
heart of the city.
From its commencement with the custom of OCHRE,
acknowledging Earth Mother, at Cadman’s Cottage to
Hickson Road Reserve and Campbells Cove, we learnt
about the sun and moon creation stories and seasonal
practices which ensured food sustainability. There were
opportunities to imagine the harbour as it was before its
transformation and to revel in the natural environment

before its permanent desecration by the encroachment of
different agricultural and construction practices imported
by Europeans.
Full information on this tour and others offered by
Dreamtime Southern Cross are on its website. We invite
members and supporters to share in our learning journey.
Book a tour. See Sydney through an Aboriginal perspective.
Jozefa Sobski

LUNCH HOUR TALKS — Thursday 21 February, 21 March and 20 June at Customs House
21 February: Nadia Wheatley

21 March: Anne Benjamin

Her Mother’s Daughter
Growing up in 1950s Australia, Nadia
had a sense of the great divide between
her parents. She was to become a player
in a deadly contest, dating back to their
lives in Germany on the frontline of the
Cold War. Her Mother’s Daughter is a social
history, told through the lives of a mother
and her daughter. Nadia has been a fulltime writer for more than forty years and was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters
in 2014, in recognition of ‘her exceptional
creative achievements’.

Saffron and Silk: An Australian in India
Anne Benjamin’s book opens with a wedding
between unlikely lovers: an Indian-born
development worker and a Catholic academic
from Sydney who left the predictability of
life in Australia to live in the South Indian
city of Chennai. Anne will share some of
her experiences living and working in India
during a tumultuous period in its history.
Anne Benjamin is a Sydney-based writer, poet
and educator. Her work in India included
programs focused on women and their
development

20 June: Cleo Lynch
Careering into Corrections: from housewife
to prison officer
Suburban housewife and mother Cleo
Lynch, midway through an Arts degree
majoring in Medieval English, experienced
a life changing event leading to a career in
the NSW prison system. She became the
inaugural manager of the first pre-release
community-based facility for women in
this jurisdiction. In her memoir, she tracks
her career in corrections from its catalysts,
through its various stages and locations
until her retirement 16 years later.

Venue/Time: 12.00-1.30pm. Customs House Library, 31 Alfred St, Sydney — on Circular Quay, enter via front of Customs House
Cost: $16 (members) $22 (non-members) including light lunch. Pay at the door. Book by noon Monday before the talk. Ph (02) 9571 5359
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Lest We Recall
And the faces of the women raped and shattered to
the core
It’s not only men in uniform who pay the price of war
Judy Small, ‘Lest We Forgive’, Girls’ Own: Sydney’s
Feminist Newspaper no.7 (May-June 1982)
On Anzac Day 1981, 250 women marched in Canberra
under a banner reading ‘in memory of all women of all
countries raped in all
wars’. It was not the
first protest of this kind
– the late 1970s had
seen growing interest
in the cause, both in
Australia and overseas.
The controversy that
resulted from their
actions, including 64
arrests, demonstrated
contemporary
views
about the purpose
and nature of Anzac
Day, and women’s place in it. The Canberra group which
became known as Women Against Rape (WAR) continued
holding protests until the late 1980s, and inspired similar
protests in Sydney and Melbourne.
The WAR protests emerged in a context strongly
influenced by the intersection between the feminist
movement and the anti-war movement. Second-wave
feminists focused attention on the oppression of women
in their private lives, including the hidden nature of
sexual violence, just as WAR sought to ‘break that silence’
around rape.
The WAR protest represented an opposition to
Australia’s Anzac myth which was the dominant
mainstream discourse on war. While Anzac Day had
diminished significance in the early 1980s, with difficulties
integrating Vietnam veterans and fewer surviving soldiers
from previous wars, many still regarded the myth as
representing the best of Australian life, including the
apparently exclusive trait of mateship – a particularly male
form of national identity.
By focusing on women’s suffering, implicating soldiers
in a history of rape, and spreading anti-war sentiment,
WAR was disrupting a national legend that was seen as
untouchable.
WAR argued that women raped during war had
suffered the ‘horrors of war’. They challenged the view that
men should be the privileged custodians of history, the
only ones who could understand what war truly entails and
the only authentic ‘sufferers’. To the extent that women
had been included in traditional conceptions of war, it was
as property to be defended or as secondary participants.
WAR also disrupted the traditional dichotomy of men in
war – as either heroes or the enemy – by suggesting that all
men were responsible for brutality in war.
The message of the WAR protest clashed with the
ANZAC legend and was curbed through legislative tools
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and police force. The RSL and others made hostile
comments, described by the May 1981 Sydney Women’s
Liberation Newsletter as a ‘misogynist frenzy’. It also claimed
to have information regarding violent tactics being planned
by WAR, information which analysis of their planning
material reveals to be unfounded.
The Traffic (Amendment) Ordinance was gazetted
just two days before Anzac Day, making it an offence to
do things which would or were likely to disrupt, disturb,
offend, or insult the Anzac Day parade or ceremony. It
was under this ordinance that police violently clashed with
protesters. Photographs reveal a large police presence and
show women being dragged or carried to paddy wagons.
They were published under headlines such as ‘Ugly, violent
Anzac Day’. Many newspaper readers’ comments trivialised
and implicitly condoned rape proving the message of WAR
– that Anzac Day was a masculine ritual that constructed
a national identity that was hostile and violent to women.
While the WAR protest was about rape, its message
was deeply tied to ideas about history, memory and
commemoration. The protest was not only about the
atrocity of rape, but a demand that this history of women
should not be forgotten.
The women at the Canberra Women’s Archive
preserved the planning documents, photographs,
banners and other material which construct a
history of this protest. These materials later came to
Jessie Street National Women’s Library. Many of the
volunteers at the library are activists themselves, and
the library was founded on the premise that women’s
history is all too easily lost, forgotten and ignored.
While the marches themselves did not continue
after 1987, they are part of a rich history of feminist
activism and academia. Their failure to destabilise
Anzac Day in the long term only makes their history
more important, as many of the traditions that they
questioned remain strong today.
Eden Blair
Eden Blair is a University of Sydney student who used the Library’s
resources during 2018. This is an edited version of her essay.

‘Birdsongs for our times’ – the
poetry of Valwyn Wishart
Since the 1990s, Valwyn Edwards Wishart has been an
active and supportive member of the Jessie Street National
Women’s Library. Her working life was in advertising and
after raising two sons, she enrolled at Macquarie University
to study arts and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (Hons)
in 1997.

She delivered a Lunch Hour Talk, speaking on the
subject of the exodus of young women to Britain and
Europe in the 1950s and 60s. This was not only a firsthand account of her own experience, it became the
subject of her Honours thesis for which she interviewed
contemporaneous female travellers, taking oral histories
of the many and varied experiences of unmarried women
travelling alone overseas at that time.
Her interest in writing poetry was fostered by the
Fellowship of Australian Writers and she was included a
number of times in poetry anthologies published by the
Fellowship’s Northern Suburbs group. Recently, Valwyn’s
family curated and edited her first solo poetry book,
Birdsongs for our times. Her son Llewellyn and his wife Kim,
who produced this publication, would like to acknowledge
the assistance of Caroline Craig Emilson in its production.
Valwyn was hoping to launch her book at the Jessie
Street Library volunteers’ Christmas party but ill-health
prevented her attendance. Barbara Henery, as acquisitions
librarian and Valwyn’s long-term friend, launched the
book on her behalf and was delighted to accept a copy
for the Library’s collection. This delightful little book
features some gems from her lifelong passion for writing
in this genre. Barbara read her poem Trainspotting to the
partygoers. Several copies of Birdsongs were sold for $10
each and all proceeds were donated to library funds at
Valwyn’s request.
Barbara Henery
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Book Club report
In 2018 we were
introduced to a variety
of new experiences.
Through authors Kim
Mahood and Alexis
Wright, we empathised
with
Indigenous
people living in the
centre of Australia and
coping with changing
situations.
Heather
Rose took us through 75
days in a New York art
gallery, sitting opposite
an
artist
without
speaking. Books about
Louisa Lawson and
Muriel Matters brought
to our notice significant Australian women, forgotten in
our standard history books. Other books made us think
about the ways history and people’s experiences can be
told. Lynne Kelly’s Memory Code theorised about how oral
cultures used stones to inform generations of their past.
But none was so challenging as Shokoofeh Azar’s The
Enlightenment of the Greengage Tree. The greengage tree is a
plum tree and the book is set in an Iranian village in 1988
where the storyteller’s mother seeks solace. The author
uses a genre or Persian style called ‘lyric magic realism.’
Mythical characters communicate with and influence the
world of the ‘real’ characters. The book crosses over from
reality to the ghosts of those who lived at other times and
asks us to accept that they are still around to transport us
to another realm. Difficult initially, by the end, the power
of this mysticism is compelling.
The family of this story is descended from ancient
Persians and Zoroastrians. They have moved to a rural
village with their valued books, literature and fabrics. After
some tragedies befall them the mother, Roza becomes too
traumatised to cope with the real world and seeks refuge
in the greengage tree. ‘The world, which was so full of
colour before H-’s arrival was suddenly black.’ Towards
the final chapter, the novel builds to a crescendo as the
Islamic revolution brings terror, torture and humiliating
death to those suspected of not being religious enough.
Five thousand miserable ghosts begin to cry over the
insatiable war.
The novel takes a philosophical look at how people cope
with the horrors of a revolution. It examines those who
follow orders and others who question the edicts. It raises
questions about the future for Iran. While the author does
not try to give answers, her chosen style of storytelling is a
powerful way of giving insight into Iran’s past and present
with its glories, tragedies and struggles.
Extinctions by Josephine Wilson will be discussed on
Wednesday 27 February.
Dale Dengate
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Celebrating 30 years —1989–2019
The Library was officially
launched in June 1992 at
the NSW Writers Centre
in Rozelle, which had
agreed to accommodate
the Library from 1993.
Over
200
people
attended.
Speakers
included
Jeannette
McHugh MP, Faith
Bandler, Sir Laurence
Street and Eve Higson.

At the Library’s launch in June 1992. Sir Laurence Street
holding baby Jessie, Faith Bandler and Penny Street

Volunteers at the Library in 1993, (L-R) Marie de Lepervanche,
Shirley Jones, Maria Zarro, Margaret Rowland
This is the first in a series of articles celebrating the 30
year anniversary of the Library, showcasing its history, and
illustrated with archival materials.

Volunteer profile: Kate Beringer
Being part of the group of
volunteers at the Library
has been a most rewarding
part of my retirement.
After 42 years working as a
teacher-librarian in Victoria
and NSW it was difficult
to let go of spending time
in an environment of
information, learning and
collegiality. So signing up to
volunteer at the Library was the perfect fit for me and I
am grateful for the opportunity to spend every Friday with
an amazing group of women. Their knowledge, stories and
enthusiasm are inspiration indeed.
Since commencing my volunteering in June 2016, I
have been involved in a number of areas. Processing the
items from the Heather Radi bequest was a wonderful
introduction to the collection and it was easy to be
distracted by delving into the Australian feminist writings of
the 1960s and 1970s. Another project I undertook was the
production of a research guide on Jessie Street for primary
schools, based on the work of a Chares Sturt University
work placement student. Currently, I am working on
the Library’s collection of major Australian literary prize
winners written by women and seeking to fill in the gaps by
requesting donations of particular titles.
In the past year, my involvement has also included the
Lunch Hour Talks and the Annual Luncheon Committees.
Being a volunteer at the Library offers so many opportunities
to meet, work and connect with women who are passionate
about promoting an awareness of the cultural heritage of
Australian women.
Kate Beringer

General donations since November 2018
Donations of money help meet day-to-day running costs:
Joyce Allen Marlene Arditto Bethune family
Cassady Booth Jennifer Chambers Sue ComrieThompson Carolyn Craig- Nelson David Edwards
Susan Gehrig Jean Gledhill Karen Hackett
Rae Howard-Riley Patti Kendall Anne-Marie Kestle
Beverley Kingston Frances Lemmes A & C Linn
Anna Logan Sophie McGrath Penelope Nelson
Jan O’Reilly Lucille Seale Barbara Snel
Trish Thorpe Robyn Ward Betsy Wearing
Rosalind Willis
Donations of material expand our collection:
Kate Beringer Sue Comrie-Thompson Ann McClintock
Chris Ronalds Sue Taffe Valwyn Wishart
RMIT Shoalhaven Gallery Spinifex Press
Capital Investment Fund
Since it was launched in September 2009, the Capital
Investment Fund has reached $394,377. Our target is
$500,000, the interest from which will provide essential
support for Library operations. If you would like to
contribute, please indicate on the membership/donation
form on this page.
CIF donations since November 2018:
Julie James Bailey Beverley Kingston Julianne Patterson

MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM
I wish to:
		




 renew my membership

join the library
make a donation

Date: ............./............./.............
Title: Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr/other
Name:.....................................................................................................................
Address:.................................................................................................................
Tel: (h)................................. (w)...............................(m)........................................
Email: (Please print BLOCKLETTERS)
................................................................................................................................
 Please send newsletters by email instead of hardcopy.





Membership Category

Full Member $60

Organisation $120




Life member $1,000
Student $20 (conditions apply)

Concession $30 (Pensioner/Centrelink Concession Cardholders)

A membership year runs from 1 January to 31 December. Members joining after
1 October are financial until 31 December of the following year.

Donations (donations over $2 are tax deductible)



I wish to make a donation of $...............................






to the Library for general purposes
to the Library’s Capital Investment Fund

I am willing to have my name published in the Newsletter
I wish to remain anonymous

Payment Details
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: Westpac Bank is no longer accepting
manual vouchers for credit card payments. Therefore, payments will no
longer be issued the yellow credit card receipt. Credit card payments
can still be made in the usual way and will be processed electronically.
Please contact Jean Burns at the library if you have any questions.



Enclosed is my cheque/money order for $..........................................



Please charge my MasterCard/Visa with $...........................................

(payable to Jessie Street National Women’s Library)

Name of cardholder:.................................................................................
Card no.........................................................................................................
Expiry date ............./............. CCV_ _ _
Signature:...............................................................................................................

Auto Debit Authorisation



I authorise JSNWL to charge this, and all future membership
renewals as they fall due, to the credit card number above on this
form.



I authorise JSNWL to charge $.........................annually to the above
credit card as a donation to




the Library for general purposes or to
the Library’s Capital Investment Fund.

Signature:................................................................................................................

Become a volunteer



I would like to help the Library by becoming a volunteer. (You will
be contacted for an interview.)

Please forward the completed form to:

Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656, Sydney NSW 2001
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Jessie Street National Women’s Library
GPO Box 2656 Sydney NSW 2001
ISSN 1838-0662
ABN 42 276162 418
Registered Charity No. CFN10255

Note: Please advise the Library if your contact details have changed.
Visit us:

523–525 Harris Street (cnr William Henry Street), Ultimo
Please use the intercom for admittance
Level access is via the Ultimo Community Centre in Bulwara Rd

Opening times:

The Library is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 am to 3 pm

Borrowing policy:

The public can access items using the interlibrary loan system. The public cannot borrow
items but may use them in their library of choice. A loan collection is available to financial
members

How to reach the Library:

Postal Address:
GPO Box 2656
Sydney, NSW 2001
Telephone:
(02) 9571 5359
Email:
info@nationalwomenslibrary.org.au
Visit our website:
www.nationalwomenslibrary.org.au

There are several ways to travel to the Library:
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The Library is a 20 minute walk from Town Hall Station through Darling Harbour or
from Central Station via the Goods Line walk or via Harris Street
Bus 501 (Railway Square to Ryde/West Ryde) at Ian Thorpe Aquatic Centre stop
Bus 389 (Maritime Museum to North Bondi) at Harris and Allan Streets stop
Light rail from Central Station or Dulwich Hill to Exhibition stop
There is limited two hour street meter parking available

Find us on social media:

